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WASHINGTON COUNCIL OF TROUT UNLIMITED
BYLAWS

The bylaws of the Washington Council of Trout Unlimited are the basis for the organization's daily
management. Bylaws are updated once a year at the annual council meeting in September.
Proposals for changes to the bylaws are generated by the Bylaws Committee, which is chaired by
the Past Council President, and are published to the Council thirty or more days before the
annual meeting.

Formal policies are documented in the section titled Policy Statements. Policy statements can be
proposed at any regular or special Council or Executive Board meeting.

Revised: 9-27-03
ARTICLE | - THE ORGANIZATION

Section 1 - The name of the organization shall be the WASHINGTON COUNCIL OF TROUT
UNLIMITED abbreviated for ease of reference to "WCTU". The organization's former
name, Northwest Steelhead and Salmon Council of Trout Unlimited is noted herein for
historical purposes only.

Section 2 - The Council shall operate as a non-profit, non-political and non-sectarian
organization. The Council shall function exclusively for charitable, educational and
scientific purposes. The mission of the Washington Council shall be to conserve,
protect, restore and enhance cold water fisheries, their watersheds and ecosystems
as a means of maintaining the quality of life in the Northwestern United States. The
Council shall work with, and encourage, constituted authorities and other
conservation organizations to perpetuate salmonids and to conserve, protect,
enhance and restore the cold water fisheries of the Northwest

Section 3 - The Council shall not promote, or oppose, the candidacy of any person seeking
election to public office. The Council will monitor its political and legislative activities
and expenditures to ensure compliance with 501(c)(3) non-profit incorporation
regulations.

Section 4 - The Bylaws of TROUT UNLIMITED, a non-profit corporation shall be a part of
these Bylaws by reference.

Section 5 - The membership of Washington Council shall be comprised of the members of all the
chapters of Trout Unlimited within the State of Washington.

Section 6 - Membership, candidacy for office, appointment to committees, internship,
employment, or provision of services shall not be denied any individual on the basis of
age, ancestry, color, creed, disability (mental, physical, or sensory), marital status,
national origin, political belief, race, religious persuasion, sex, or sexual orientation.
This statement is not intended to preclude provision of services that infer a limitation
based on age, such as, kids fishing derbies or classroom aquatic education events.

Revised 11-12-05
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ARTICLE Il - DELEGATE MEETINGS



Section 1 - The votes at all regular and special meetings shall be by delegate vote.

A. The elected officers, the immediate past-president, committee chairs, coordinators
and Area Directors of the Council shall each cast one delegate vote.

B. Each chapter shall be allowed one delegate vote, cast by a designated chapter
member, for each fifty (50) members in the chapter or fraction thereof.

C. In no event shall one person be able to cast more than one vote regardless of
office(s), committee chair(s), coordinator(s) and/or chapter memberships held.

Section 2 - The Annual Meeting shall be held in the month of September at a location
designated by the delegates at the prior Annual Meeting.

A. The delegates at the Annual Meeting shall be charged with the election of the
officers of the Council; adoption of the Council's programmed budget for the coming
fiscal year; and consider for approval proposed amendments to the Council's Bylaws.

B. Similar meetings shall be held in January and May annually, at locations
determined by host chapter invitation and delegate approval. These meetings shall
be for the purpose of reviewing the actions of the Executive Board, and any other
items as deemed necessary by the Council President and/or delegates, and for
providing general or specific guidance or direction to the activities of the Executive
Board, and staff.

C. The meeting in September shall be identified as the "Annual" Council Meeting, those
in January and May as "Council" Meetings.

Section 3 - Special meetings of the chapter delegates may be called by the Council President, the
Executive Board or a majority of chapter presidents.

Section 4 - A quorum at all meetings shall consist of the Council delegates present.

Section 5 - No proxy votes are permitted at any regular or special meeting.

Section 6 - All regular Council Meetings shall be preceded by one month (30 days) advance
notice to the chapters and Executive Board, together whenever possible with a
planned Agenda for the meeting.

Section 7 - All special meetings shall be preceded by fourteen (14) days advance notice to the
chapters and Executive Board together with an explanation of the need for such special

meeting.

Section 8 - All meetings shall be conducted in accordance with Robert's Rules of Order. The
Council President Shall appoint a parliamentarian at every meeting whenever possible.

Section 9 - All documents and reports submitted for the minutes of Council and Executive
Board meetings must be in typewritten form.

Revised: 9-27-03, 11-12-05
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ARTICLE Il - COUNCIL OFFICERS

Section 1 - Council Officers shall be:



President

Vice-Presidents three (3) - shall be designated as Conservation Vice-President, Operations Vice-
President, and Membership Vice-President.

Secretary

Treasurer

Immediate Past President

Area Directors five (5) - designated Southwest, Peninsula, Mid-Sound, North Sound, and Eastern.

National Leadership Council Representative

Section 2 - The term of any Council office shall be one (1) calendar year. All elected officers
shall be eligible for reelection. Only the Council President is restricted to two
consecutive terms. In the event an opening occurs in the officers of the Council, the
Council President shall appoint an officer pro-tem, subject to review by the Executive
Board, with final approval at the next Council Meeting. In the event the office of

Council President becomes vacant, one of the Vice-Presidents shall be appointed by
the Executive Board subject to approval at the next Council Meeting. Any officer of

Section 4 -

Revised: 9-27- - -
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