The kids from Marvista School were down today planting their salmon, from their “Salmon in the Classroom” project.

Again, I was amazed by what the kids knew about salmon, water quality, trees, etc., etc. Someone is doing a very good job of teaching these kids about salmon & nature.

That said, there is one question that I’ve asked the kids over the past few years that they hardly ever get right.

I ask them if they know where the water for Miller / Walker Creeks, urban streams in general, comes from? A common answer is; “the mountains”.

Then I tell them that with many rivers/streams, that’s true, but Miller these small urban creeks start near the airport and near JFK High school.

That surprises them.

Then I ask if they’d “lick the street in front of their house?” Yuck!! NO!! Why not? It’s dirty, yucky, oil, trash, dirt, etc. Ok, so when it rains, where does all that dirty, yucky water go? The answer is almost always “in the ocean”.

When I tell them that the rainwater goes in a storm drain on the street and flows directly into the stream where they just put their fish….they’re shocked! This fact seems to have a big impact on the kids as it relates to throwing trash on the streets, etc. One kid said, “Fish probably can’t live too well on McDonalds wrappers!”

So, the point of this note is; I think the kids aren’t the only ones that don’t know where the storm drains go…..I suspect their parents…..& teachers don’t know either.
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